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HuttoParke and HuttoHighlands 

 
Expansive Soil + Cutting Corners = Big Problems 

 
By now many people are aware of the problems that HuttoParke and other Lennar communities 
in this area are having with defects and customer service. Lennar’s logic is that everything is 
related to cosmetic issues. As everyone knows by now, the statistics are very high. Common 
sense would dictate they did not build the homes correctly the first time. The most vital point is 
that the homes were built on expansive soil and we were never told this. This is a real problem.  
 
Expansive soil combined with poor construction of the homes is a multiplication factor for 
problems as seen in our neighborhood time and time again. 
 
From a non-technical view, it is easy to see that Lennar is changing their building methods when 
you look at our neighbors directly across the street in Hutto HighLands. From our observations it 
is easy to see the foundations are thicker, wood is better, they stopped using trusses for the 
roofs, and grading the soil better. They are also offering the homes at dramatic discounts to move 
the homes. The problem is that they are still not telling the buyers that they are building on 
expansive soil and we have been informed that Lennar has amended contracts putting new 
clauses in excluding themselves from warranty obligations that we are experiencing in Hutto 
Parke. It is clear that they are not building a product to live up to the warranty but changing the 
warranty to match product. 
 
If you sell your home after buying from Lennar, and do not tell the buyer that you have had 
previous trouble with the home and do not mention that the home might be built on expansive 
soil, you can be sued and not Lennar.  
 
In the next couple of pages we will be focusing on the differences between Hutto Parke (where 
they are doing mass repairs from numerous problems) to Hutto Highlands, a current development 
Lennar is building directly across the street from our neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The below pictures were taken in a single day showing the differences between 
two communities that Lennar is building.  
 

Current Foundation Preparation in Highlands  

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Exposed dirt: Vapor barrier is supposed to cover entire surface of compacted 
aggregate 



The next pictures show the type of framing being us ed and thickness of 
foundations.  

 

 
The system of building the frames and roofs has cha nged. Lennar is now 
using a stick system with 2 x 6 treated wood and so lid pieces of 2 x 4s. 
This is believed to be better suited for shifting a nd or expansive soil.  

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



The Next Pictures are of Hutto Parke 
 

 
 

Notice the differences in the thicknesses of the foundations from 
Hutto Parke and Hutto Highlands? 

 

 
 

Notice the corner of this foundation. With even the naked eye you can 
see that something just does not look right.   



See the wood glued together in several pieces to fo rm one single piece.  
This frame was covered with two to three pieces of wood glued together.  

 

 
 

Many incomplete pieces of wood simply glued together. 
 

 
 



While these boards are compliant for strength they do open another can of worms, which 
is not discussed by the builders. These boards are typically discarded as scrap lumber, 
which sit outside and are exposed to the elements until they are toe nailed and glued. 
The duration outside, exposes the wood to mold and other contaminates. These 
contaminates eventually make it into the walls of your house waiting for any kind of 
moisture to breed mold and what ever else they pick up. With the expansive soil shifting 
as bad as it is and the Huttoparke slabs giving into the pressure, it could not be long 
before our hibernating companions start multiplying within your walls or ceilings due to 
the cracking and separation of the exterior of your home allowing moisture to enter. In 
many cases it has already begun before they even put the sheet rock up. We have seen 
several instances where elements invade the house and are not left to dry before being 
dry walled.  
 

 
 

Here we can see that Lennar is now grading over the expansive soil with another kind of 
soil. I am not sure if why they have now started doing this. Maybe it is to hide all of the 
cracks when the expansive soil when it dries out. Maybe it’s to help the grass grow, or 
maybe it is because it is the only way to truly grade the property. When I moved into my 
home we did not receive this or sod in the rear of the house or even a fence in the back 
yard mind you. Our weeds were 4’ feet high and that previously was the logic of Lennar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



This is a home built a few months ago in HuttoParke   
 

 
 

 
We can see that the exposure to the elements has already affected this piece of 
wood and could be contaminated. 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
The above piece of wood should not have even been used as anyone could have 
noticed this board did not make it through an initial inspection process for 
structural soundness and straightness before using.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Are you getting worried?  


